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4.0 COORDINATION AND CONSULTATION 

4.1 Public Involvement 
Public meetings for the project will be held on October 5th, 2009 in Joliet and October 7th, 
2009 in Springfield, IL.  Public comments and concerns will be solicited at these meetings, 
which will be reported in future drafts of this document. 

A website (www.idothsr.org) was initiated on September 21, 2009 and will be used to 
inform the public and to gain public comments. 

4.2 Coordination Letters 
The following section contains coordination letters and when available the response letter. 

 

 







September 11, 2009

Ms. Janet M. Odeshoo
Federal Emergency Management Agency Region 5
Deputy Regional Administrator
536 South Clark St., 6th Floor
Chicago, IL  60605

Dear Ms. Odeshoo:

The Illinois Department of Transportation (IDOT), in cooperation with the Federal Railroad
Administration (FRA) is initiating the information gathering phase of the Environmental
Assessment (EA) for the proposed improvements included in the Chicago to St. Louis High-
Speed Rail Project.  Because the project may affect your area of expertise, your facilities, or your
activities or programs, we are seeking your comments on this project.

This project, which is part of the Midwest Regional Rail Initiative, proposes to add high-speed
passenger rail service between Chicago, Illinois and St. Louis, Missouri.  Initially, the service will
include three round-trip passenger trains operating at a maximum speed of 110 miles per hour
(mph) and one at a maximum speed of 79 mph between Joliet and St. Louis.  On completion of
all improvements envisioned for the line from Joliet to St. Louis, the expected service plan is to
operate five round-trips per day at a maximum speed of 110 mph.

The proposed passenger rail service would cross the Mississippi River from East St. Louis,
Illinois to St. Louis, Missouri on the MacArthur Bridge.  Work on this bridge, if any, would be
limited to track and/or tie replacement.  The project is shown in the attached figure.

In Illinois, the project will rehabilitate roadbed; replace ties, rail and ballast; and install or
upgrade train signaling where necessary.  It is anticipated that the vast majority of construction
activities, including staging areas, will be within existing railroad rights-of-way.  Work done
outside of the railroad right-of-way includes minor ditching, bridge, culvert and station work.

The development of high speed rail within this corridor was first studied in 1979.  In 1992 the
Secretary of Transportation designated the Chicago-St. Louis line as part of the "Chicago Hub
Network" high-speed rail corridor.  This led to a Financial and Implementation Plan (May 1994)
and the concept and corridor were validated in the commercial feasibility study released by the
FRA, High-Speed Ground Transportation for America (August 1996).  A Final Environmental
Impact Statement for the Chicago-St. Louis High Speed Rail Project was issued in January 2003,
followed by inclusion as a key component in the Midwest Regional Rail System report in
September 2004.  The Record of Decision (ROD) on the EIS for the Chicago-St. Louis HSR
Project was executed on January 8, 2004.



The comments and material you supply will be used to determine if the proposed improvements
may have impacts that warrant further consideration and are consistent with future long-term
development plans within the study corridor.  Your comments will be incorporated into the
environmental planning process and Environmental Assessment document as appropriate.  We
ask that you provide your agency’s comments by September 18, 2009.

This Tier 1 EA is identified by FRA as an essential first step in the development of an intercity
passenger rail corridor.  The focus of the Tier 1 EA will be on establishing purposed and need,
estimating ridership, selection of the preferred corridor, identifying the station stops, specifying
the service levels, defining the type of operations, and identifying the logical next phases.  The
specific construction activities would be evaluated in subsequent Tier 2 NEPA documents.

This Tier 1 EA is needed to complete a Track 2 application for a High-Speed Intercity Rail
Program (HSIRP) grant.  On April 16, 2009, President Obama, together with Vice President
Biden and Secretary of Transportation LaHood, announced a new vision for developing high-
speed rail in America.  They called for a collaborative effort among the Federal Government,
States, railroads, and other key stakeholders to help transform America’s transportation system
through a national network of high-speed rail corridors.  This notice builds on this “Vision for
High-Speed Rail” (available on FRA’s Web site) by detailing the application requirements and
procedures for obtaining funding for high-speed and intercity passenger rail projects under the
American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009 (ARRA) and the Department of
Transportation Appropriations Acts of 2008 and 2009 (FY 2008/2009 DOT Appropriations Act),
while laying the foundation for a longer-term program to establish a network of  high-speed rail
corridors.

The enclosed information should help you understand the nature of the project and location of the
proposed railway improvement.  Because this effort is part of an ARRA grant application, we are
operating under an accelerated schedule and would appreciate comments by September 18, 2009.

If you have any questions about the project, please do not hesitate to contact Barbara Stevens at
(217) 785-4245, or by email at Barbara.Stevens@Illinois.gov.

The Illinois Department of Transportation thanks you in advance for your prompt review and
responses to our request for comments.

Sincerely,

George Weber
Bureau of Railroads, Bureau Chief

Enclosures:
Project Overview
Map of Project Limits

cc:  Barbara Stevens – IDOT, Bureau of Design and Environment
       Tim Selover, Phil Pasterak – Parsons Brinckerhoff



September 11, 2009

Ms. Marisol R. Simon
Federal Transit Administration
Regional Administrator Region 5
200 W. Adams Street, Suite 320
Chicago, IL  60606

Dear Ms. Simon:

The Illinois Department of Transportation (IDOT), in cooperation with the Federal Railroad
Administration (FRA) is initiating the information gathering phase of the Environmental
Assessment (EA) for the proposed improvements included in the Chicago to St. Louis High-
Speed Rail Project.  Because the project may affect your area of expertise, your facilities, or your
activities or programs, we are seeking your comments on this project.

This project, which is part of the Midwest Regional Rail Initiative, proposes to add high-speed
passenger rail service between Chicago, Illinois and St. Louis, Missouri.  Initially, the service will
include three round-trip passenger trains operating at a maximum speed of 110 miles per hour
(mph) and one at a maximum speed of 79 mph between Joliet and St. Louis.  On completion of
all improvements envisioned for the line from Joliet to St. Louis, the expected service plan is to
operate five round-trips per day at a maximum speed of 110 mph.

The proposed passenger rail service would cross the Mississippi River from East St. Louis,
Illinois to St. Louis, Missouri on the MacArthur Bridge.  Work on this bridge, if any, would be
limited to track and/or tie replacement.  The project is shown in the attached figure.

In Illinois, the project will rehabilitate roadbed; replace ties, rail and ballast; and install or
upgrade train signaling where necessary.  It is anticipated that the vast majority of construction
activities, including staging areas, will be within existing railroad rights-of-way.  Work done
outside of the railroad right-of-way includes minor ditching, bridge, culvert and station work.

The development of high speed rail within this corridor was first studied in 1979.  In 1992 the
Secretary of Transportation designated the Chicago-St. Louis line as part of the "Chicago Hub
Network" high-speed rail corridor.  This led to a Financial and Implementation Plan (May 1994)
and the concept and corridor were validated in the commercial feasibility study released by the
FRA, High-Speed Ground Transportation for America (August 1996).  A Final Environmental
Impact Statement for the Chicago-St. Louis High Speed Rail Project was issued in January 2003,
followed by inclusion as a key component in the Midwest Regional Rail System report in
September 2004.  The Record of Decision (ROD) on the EIS for the Chicago-St. Louis HSR
Project was executed on January 8, 2004.



The comments and material you supply will be used to determine if the proposed improvements
may have impacts that warrant further consideration and are consistent with future long-term
development plans within the study corridor.  Your comments will be incorporated into the
environmental planning process and Environmental Assessment document as appropriate.  We
ask that you provide your agency’s comments by September 18, 2009.

This Tier 1 EA is identified by FRA as an essential first step in the development of an intercity
passenger rail corridor.  The focus of the Tier 1 EA will be on establishing purposed and need,
estimating ridership, selection of the preferred corridor, identifying the station stops, specifying
the service levels, defining the type of operations, and identifying the logical next phases.  The
specific construction activities would be evaluated in subsequent Tier 2 NEPA documents.

This Tier 1 EA is needed to complete a Track 2 application for a High-Speed Intercity Rail
Program (HSIRP) grant.  On April 16, 2009, President Obama, together with Vice President
Biden and Secretary of Transportation LaHood, announced a new vision for developing high-
speed rail in America.  They called for a collaborative effort among the Federal Government,
States, railroads, and other key stakeholders to help transform America’s transportation system
through a national network of high-speed rail corridors.  This notice builds on this “Vision for
High-Speed Rail” (available on FRA’s Web site) by detailing the application requirements and
procedures for obtaining funding for high-speed and intercity passenger rail projects under the
American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009 (ARRA) and the Department of
Transportation Appropriations Acts of 2008 and 2009 (FY 2008/2009 DOT Appropriations Act),
while laying the foundation for a longer-term program to establish a network of  high-speed rail
corridors.

The enclosed information should help you understand the nature of the project and location of the
proposed railway improvement.  Because this effort is part of an ARRA grant application, we are
operating under an accelerated schedule and would appreciate comments by September 18, 2009.

If you have any questions about the project, please do not hesitate to contact Barbara Stevens at
(217) 785-4245, or by email at Barbara.Stevens@Illinois.gov.

The Illinois Department of Transportation thanks you in advance for your prompt review and
responses to our request for comments.

Sincerely,

George Weber
Bureau of Railroads, Bureau Chief

Enclosures:
Project Overview
Map of Project Limits

cc:  Barbara Stevens – IDOT, Bureau of Design and Environment
       Tim Selover, Phil Pasterak – Parsons Brinckerhoff



September 11, 2009

Mr. Nick Chevance
National Park Service
Environmental Coordinator Planning and Compliance Office
601 Riverfront Dr.
Omaha, NE  68102-4226

Dear Mr. Chevance:

The Illinois Department of Transportation (IDOT), in cooperation with the Federal Railroad
Administration (FRA) is initiating the information gathering phase of the Environmental
Assessment (EA) for the proposed improvements included in the Chicago to St. Louis High-
Speed Rail Project.  Because the project may affect your area of expertise, your facilities, or your
activities or programs, we are seeking your comments on this project.

This project, which is part of the Midwest Regional Rail Initiative, proposes to add high-speed
passenger rail service between Chicago, Illinois and St. Louis, Missouri.  Initially, the service will
include three round-trip passenger trains operating at a maximum speed of 110 miles per hour
(mph) and one at a maximum speed of 79 mph between Joliet and St. Louis.  On completion of
all improvements envisioned for the line from Joliet to St. Louis, the expected service plan is to
operate five round-trips per day at a maximum speed of 110 mph.

The proposed passenger rail service would cross the Mississippi River from East St. Louis,
Illinois to St. Louis, Missouri on the MacArthur Bridge.  Work on this bridge, if any, would be
limited to track and/or tie replacement.  The project is shown in the attached figure.

In Illinois, the project will rehabilitate roadbed; replace ties, rail and ballast; and install or
upgrade train signaling where necessary.  It is anticipated that the vast majority of construction
activities, including staging areas, will be within existing railroad rights-of-way.  Work done
outside of the railroad right-of-way includes minor ditching, bridge, culvert and station work.

The development of high speed rail within this corridor was first studied in 1979.  In 1992 the
Secretary of Transportation designated the Chicago-St. Louis line as part of the "Chicago Hub
Network" high-speed rail corridor.  This led to a Financial and Implementation Plan (May 1994)
and the concept and corridor were validated in the commercial feasibility study released by the
FRA, High-Speed Ground Transportation for America (August 1996).  A Final Environmental
Impact Statement for the Chicago-St. Louis High Speed Rail Project was issued in January 2003,
followed by inclusion as a key component in the Midwest Regional Rail System report in
September 2004.  The Record of Decision (ROD) on the EIS for the Chicago-St. Louis HSR
Project was executed on January 8, 2004.



The comments and material you supply will be used to determine if the proposed improvements
may have impacts that warrant further consideration and are consistent with future long-term
development plans within the study corridor.  Your comments will be incorporated into the
environmental planning process and Environmental Assessment document as appropriate.  We
ask that you provide your agency’s comments by September 18, 2009.

This Tier 1 EA is identified by FRA as an essential first step in the development of an intercity
passenger rail corridor.  The focus of the Tier 1 EA will be on establishing purposed and need,
estimating ridership, selection of the preferred corridor, identifying the station stops, specifying
the service levels, defining the type of operations, and identifying the logical next phases.  The
specific construction activities would be evaluated in subsequent Tier 2 NEPA documents.

This Tier 1 EA is needed to complete a Track 2 application for a High-Speed Intercity Rail
Program (HSIRP) grant.  On April 16, 2009, President Obama, together with Vice President
Biden and Secretary of Transportation LaHood, announced a new vision for developing high-
speed rail in America.  They called for a collaborative effort among the Federal Government,
States, railroads, and other key stakeholders to help transform America’s transportation system
through a national network of high-speed rail corridors.  This notice builds on this “Vision for
High-Speed Rail” (available on FRA’s Web site) by detailing the application requirements and
procedures for obtaining funding for high-speed and intercity passenger rail projects under the
American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009 (ARRA) and the Department of
Transportation Appropriations Acts of 2008 and 2009 (FY 2008/2009 DOT Appropriations Act),
while laying the foundation for a longer-term program to establish a network of  high-speed rail
corridors.

The enclosed information should help you understand the nature of the project and location of the
proposed railway improvement.  Because this effort is part of an ARRA grant application, we are
operating under an accelerated schedule and would appreciate comments by September 18, 2009.

If you have any questions about the project, please do not hesitate to contact Barbara Stevens at
(217) 785-4245, or by email at Barbara.Stevens@Illinois.gov.

The Illinois Department of Transportation thanks you in advance for your prompt review and
responses to our request for comments.

Sincerely,

George Weber
Bureau of Railroads, Bureau Chief

Enclosures:
Project Overview
Map of Project Limits

cc:  Barbara Stevens – IDOT, Bureau of Design and Environment
       Tim Selover, Phil Pasterak – Parsons Brinckerhoff



September 11, 2009

Mr. Keith McMullin
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers
St. Louis District
1222 Spruce Street
St. Louis, MO 63103-2833

Dear Mr. McMullin:

The Illinois Department of Transportation (IDOT), in cooperation with the Federal Railroad
Administration (FRA) is initiating the information gathering phase of the Environmental
Assessment (EA) for the proposed improvements included in the Chicago to St. Louis High-
Speed Rail Project.  Because the project may affect your area of expertise, your facilities, or your
activities or programs, we are seeking your comments on this project.

This project, which is part of the Midwest Regional Rail Initiative, proposes to add high-speed
passenger rail service between Chicago, Illinois and St. Louis, Missouri.  Initially, the service will
include three round-trip passenger trains operating at a maximum speed of 110 miles per hour
(mph) and one at a maximum speed of 79 mph between Joliet and St. Louis.  On completion of
all improvements envisioned for the line from Joliet to St. Louis, the expected service plan is to
operate five round-trips per day at a maximum speed of 110 mph.

The proposed passenger rail service would cross the Mississippi River from East St. Louis,
Illinois to St. Louis, Missouri on the MacArthur Bridge.  Work on this bridge, if any, would be
limited to track and/or tie replacement.  The project is shown in the attached figure.

In Illinois, the project will rehabilitate roadbed; replace ties, rail and ballast; and install or
upgrade train signaling where necessary.  It is anticipated that the vast majority of construction
activities, including staging areas, will be within existing railroad rights-of-way.  Work done
outside of the railroad right-of-way includes minor ditching, bridge, culvert and station work.

The development of high speed rail within this corridor was first studied in 1979.  In 1992 the
Secretary of Transportation designated the Chicago-St. Louis line as part of the "Chicago Hub
Network" high-speed rail corridor.  This led to a Financial and Implementation Plan (May 1994)
and the concept and corridor were validated in the commercial feasibility study released by the
FRA, High-Speed Ground Transportation for America (August 1996).  A Final Environmental
Impact Statement for the Chicago-St. Louis High Speed Rail Project was issued in January 2003,
followed by inclusion as a key component in the Midwest Regional Rail System report in
September 2004.  The Record of Decision (ROD) on the EIS for the Chicago-St. Louis HSR
Project was executed on January 8, 2004.



The comments and material you supply will be used to determine if the proposed improvements
may have impacts that warrant further consideration and are consistent with future long-term
development plans within the study corridor.  Your comments will be incorporated into the
environmental planning process and Environmental Assessment document as appropriate.  We
ask that you provide your agency’s comments by September 18, 2009.

This Tier 1 EA is identified by FRA as an essential first step in the development of an intercity
passenger rail corridor.  The focus of the Tier 1 EA will be on establishing purposed and need,
estimating ridership, selection of the preferred corridor, identifying the station stops, specifying
the service levels, defining the type of operations, and identifying the logical next phases.  The
specific construction activities would be evaluated in subsequent Tier 2 NEPA documents.

This Tier 1 EA is needed to complete a Track 2 application for a High-Speed Intercity Rail
Program (HSIRP) grant.  On April 16, 2009, President Obama, together with Vice President
Biden and Secretary of Transportation LaHood, announced a new vision for developing high-
speed rail in America.  They called for a collaborative effort among the Federal Government,
States, railroads, and other key stakeholders to help transform America’s transportation system
through a national network of high-speed rail corridors.  This notice builds on this “Vision for
High-Speed Rail” (available on FRA’s Web site) by detailing the application requirements and
procedures for obtaining funding for high-speed and intercity passenger rail projects under the
American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009 (ARRA) and the Department of
Transportation Appropriations Acts of 2008 and 2009 (FY 2008/2009 DOT Appropriations Act),
while laying the foundation for a longer-term program to establish a network of  high-speed rail
corridors.

The enclosed information should help you understand the nature of the project and location of the
proposed railway improvement.  Because this effort is part of an ARRA grant application, we are
operating under an accelerated schedule and would appreciate comments by September 18, 2009.

If you have any questions about the project, please do not hesitate to contact Barbara Stevens at
(217) 785-4245, or by email at Barbara.Stevens@Illinois.gov.

The Illinois Department of Transportation thanks you in advance for your prompt review and
responses to our request for comments.

Sincerely,

George Weber
Bureau of Railroads, Bureau Chief

Enclosures:
Project Overview
Map of Project Limits

cc:  Barbara Stevens – IDOT, Bureau of Design and Environment
       Tim Selover, Phil Pasterak – Parsons Brinckerhoff



September 11, 2009

Mr. Mitch Isoe
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers
Chicago District
111 North Canal Street, Suite 600
Chicago, IL 60606

Dear Mr. Isoe:

The Illinois Department of Transportation (IDOT), in cooperation with the Federal Railroad
Administration (FRA) is initiating the information gathering phase of the Environmental
Assessment (EA) for the proposed improvements included in the Chicago to St. Louis High-
Speed Rail Project.  Because the project may affect your area of expertise, your facilities, or your
activities or programs, we are seeking your comments on this project.

This project, which is part of the Midwest Regional Rail Initiative, proposes to add high-speed
passenger rail service between Chicago, Illinois and St. Louis, Missouri.  Initially, the service will
include three round-trip passenger trains operating at a maximum speed of 110 miles per hour
(mph) and one at a maximum speed of 79 mph between Joliet and St. Louis.  On completion of
all improvements envisioned for the line from Joliet to St. Louis, the expected service plan is to
operate five round-trips per day at a maximum speed of 110 mph.

The proposed passenger rail service would cross the Mississippi River from East St. Louis,
Illinois to St. Louis, Missouri on the MacArthur Bridge.  Work on this bridge, if any, would be
limited to track and/or tie replacement.  The project is shown in the attached figure.

In Illinois, the project will rehabilitate roadbed; replace ties, rail and ballast; and install or
upgrade train signaling where necessary.  It is anticipated that the vast majority of construction
activities, including staging areas, will be within existing railroad rights-of-way.  Work done
outside of the railroad right-of-way includes minor ditching, bridge, culvert and station work.

The development of high speed rail within this corridor was first studied in 1979.  In 1992 the
Secretary of Transportation designated the Chicago-St. Louis line as part of the "Chicago Hub
Network" high-speed rail corridor.  This led to a Financial and Implementation Plan (May 1994)
and the concept and corridor were validated in the commercial feasibility study released by the
FRA, High-Speed Ground Transportation for America (August 1996).  A Final Environmental
Impact Statement for the Chicago-St. Louis High Speed Rail Project was issued in January 2003,
followed by inclusion as a key component in the Midwest Regional Rail System report in
September 2004.  The Record of Decision (ROD) on the EIS for the Chicago-St. Louis HSR
Project was executed on January 8, 2004.



The comments and material you supply will be used to determine if the proposed improvements
may have impacts that warrant further consideration and are consistent with future long-term
development plans within the study corridor.  Your comments will be incorporated into the
environmental planning process and Environmental Assessment document as appropriate.  We
ask that you provide your agency’s comments by September 18, 2009.

This Tier 1 EA is identified by FRA as an essential first step in the development of an intercity
passenger rail corridor.  The focus of the Tier 1 EA will be on establishing purposed and need,
estimating ridership, selection of the preferred corridor, identifying the station stops, specifying
the service levels, defining the type of operations, and identifying the logical next phases.  The
specific construction activities would be evaluated in subsequent Tier 2 NEPA documents.

This Tier 1 EA is needed to complete a Track 2 application for a High-Speed Intercity Rail
Program (HSIRP) grant.  On April 16, 2009, President Obama, together with Vice President
Biden and Secretary of Transportation LaHood, announced a new vision for developing high-
speed rail in America.  They called for a collaborative effort among the Federal Government,
States, railroads, and other key stakeholders to help transform America’s transportation system
through a national network of high-speed rail corridors.  This notice builds on this “Vision for
High-Speed Rail” (available on FRA’s Web site) by detailing the application requirements and
procedures for obtaining funding for high-speed and intercity passenger rail projects under the
American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009 (ARRA) and the Department of
Transportation Appropriations Acts of 2008 and 2009 (FY 2008/2009 DOT Appropriations Act),
while laying the foundation for a longer-term program to establish a network of  high-speed rail
corridors.

The enclosed information should help you understand the nature of the project and location of the
proposed railway improvement.  Because this effort is part of an ARRA grant application, we are
operating under an accelerated schedule and would appreciate comments by September 18, 2009.

If you have any questions about the project, please do not hesitate to contact Barbara Stevens at
(217) 785-4245, or by email at Barbara.Stevens@Illinois.gov.

The Illinois Department of Transportation thanks you in advance for your prompt review and
responses to our request for comments.

Sincerely,

George Weber
Bureau of Railroads, Bureau Chief

Enclosures:
Project Overview
Map of Project Limits

cc:  Barbara Stevens – IDOT, Bureau of Design and Environment
       Tim Selover, Phil Pasterak – Parsons Brinckerhoff



September 11, 2009

Mr. John Betker
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers
Rock Island District
1500 Rock Island Dr
Rock Island, Illinois 61299

Dear Mr. Betker:

The Illinois Department of Transportation (IDOT), in cooperation with the Federal Railroad
Administration (FRA) is initiating the information gathering phase of the Environmental
Assessment (EA) for the proposed improvements included in the Chicago to St. Louis High-
Speed Rail Project.  Because the project may affect your area of expertise, your facilities, or your
activities or programs, we are seeking your comments on this project.

This project, which is part of the Midwest Regional Rail Initiative, proposes to add high-speed
passenger rail service between Chicago, Illinois and St. Louis, Missouri.  Initially, the service will
include three round-trip passenger trains operating at a maximum speed of 110 miles per hour
(mph) and one at a maximum speed of 79 mph between Joliet and St. Louis.  On completion of
all improvements envisioned for the line from Joliet to St. Louis, the expected service plan is to
operate five round-trips per day at a maximum speed of 110 mph.

The proposed passenger rail service would cross the Mississippi River from East St. Louis,
Illinois to St. Louis, Missouri on the MacArthur Bridge.  Work on this bridge, if any, would be
limited to track and/or tie replacement.  The project is shown in the attached figure.

In Illinois, the project will rehabilitate roadbed; replace ties, rail and ballast; and install or
upgrade train signaling where necessary.  It is anticipated that the vast majority of construction
activities, including staging areas, will be within existing railroad rights-of-way.  Work done
outside of the railroad right-of-way includes minor ditching, bridge, culvert and station work.

The development of high speed rail within this corridor was first studied in 1979.  In 1992 the
Secretary of Transportation designated the Chicago-St. Louis line as part of the "Chicago Hub
Network" high-speed rail corridor.  This led to a Financial and Implementation Plan (May 1994)
and the concept and corridor were validated in the commercial feasibility study released by the
FRA, High-Speed Ground Transportation for America (August 1996).  A Final Environmental
Impact Statement for the Chicago-St. Louis High Speed Rail Project was issued in January 2003,
followed by inclusion as a key component in the Midwest Regional Rail System report in
September 2004.  The Record of Decision (ROD) on the EIS for the Chicago-St. Louis HSR
Project was executed on January 8, 2004.



The comments and material you supply will be used to determine if the proposed improvements
may have impacts that warrant further consideration and are consistent with future long-term
development plans within the study corridor.  Your comments will be incorporated into the
environmental planning process and Environmental Assessment document as appropriate.  We
ask that you provide your agency’s comments by September 18, 2009.

This Tier 1 EA is identified by FRA as an essential first step in the development of an intercity
passenger rail corridor.  The focus of the Tier 1 EA will be on establishing purposed and need,
estimating ridership, selection of the preferred corridor, identifying the station stops, specifying
the service levels, defining the type of operations, and identifying the logical next phases.  The
specific construction activities would be evaluated in subsequent Tier 2 NEPA documents.

This Tier 1 EA is needed to complete a Track 2 application for a High-Speed Intercity Rail
Program (HSIRP) grant.  On April 16, 2009, President Obama, together with Vice President
Biden and Secretary of Transportation LaHood, announced a new vision for developing high-
speed rail in America.  They called for a collaborative effort among the Federal Government,
States, railroads, and other key stakeholders to help transform America’s transportation system
through a national network of high-speed rail corridors.  This notice builds on this “Vision for
High-Speed Rail” (available on FRA’s Web site) by detailing the application requirements and
procedures for obtaining funding for high-speed and intercity passenger rail projects under the
American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009 (ARRA) and the Department of
Transportation Appropriations Acts of 2008 and 2009 (FY 2008/2009 DOT Appropriations Act),
while laying the foundation for a longer-term program to establish a network of  high-speed rail
corridors.

The enclosed information should help you understand the nature of the project and location of the
proposed railway improvement.  Because this effort is part of an ARRA grant application, we are
operating under an accelerated schedule and would appreciate comments by September 18, 2009.

If you have any questions about the project, please do not hesitate to contact Barbara Stevens at
(217) 785-4245, or by email at Barbara.Stevens@Illinois.gov.

The Illinois Department of Transportation thanks you in advance for your prompt review and
responses to our request for comments.

Sincerely,

George Weber
Bureau of Railroads, Bureau Chief

Enclosures:
Project Overview
Map of Project Limits

cc:  Barbara Stevens – IDOT, Bureau of Design and Environment
       Tim Selover, Phil Pasterak – Parsons Brinckerhoff



September 11, 2009

Mr. Douglas D. Leavell
US Coast Guard St. Louis Regional Office
1222 Spruce Street
Saint Louis, MO 63101

Dear Mr. Leavell:

The Illinois Department of Transportation (IDOT), in cooperation with the Federal Railroad
Administration (FRA) is initiating the information gathering phase of the Environmental
Assessment (EA) for the proposed improvements included in the Chicago to St. Louis High-
Speed Rail Project.  Because the project may affect your area of expertise, your facilities, or your
activities or programs, we are seeking your comments on this project.

This project, which is part of the Midwest Regional Rail Initiative, proposes to add high-speed
passenger rail service between Chicago, Illinois and St. Louis, Missouri.  Initially, the service will
include three round-trip passenger trains operating at a maximum speed of 110 miles per hour
(mph) and one at a maximum speed of 79 mph between Joliet and St. Louis.  On completion of
all improvements envisioned for the line from Joliet to St. Louis, the expected service plan is to
operate five round-trips per day at a maximum speed of 110 mph.

The proposed passenger rail service would cross the Mississippi River from East St. Louis,
Illinois to St. Louis, Missouri on the MacArthur Bridge.  Work on this bridge, if any, would be
limited to track and/or tie replacement.  The project is shown in the attached figure.

In Illinois, the project will rehabilitate roadbed; replace ties, rail and ballast; and install or
upgrade train signaling where necessary.  It is anticipated that the vast majority of construction
activities, including staging areas, will be within existing railroad rights-of-way.  Work done
outside of the railroad right-of-way includes minor ditching, bridge, culvert and station work.

The development of high speed rail within this corridor was first studied in 1979.  In 1992 the
Secretary of Transportation designated the Chicago-St. Louis line as part of the "Chicago Hub
Network" high-speed rail corridor.  This led to a Financial and Implementation Plan (May 1994)
and the concept and corridor were validated in the commercial feasibility study released by the
FRA, High-Speed Ground Transportation for America (August 1996).  A Final Environmental
Impact Statement for the Chicago-St. Louis High Speed Rail Project was issued in January 2003,
followed by inclusion as a key component in the Midwest Regional Rail System report in
September 2004.  The Record of Decision (ROD) on the EIS for the Chicago-St. Louis HSR
Project was executed on January 8, 2004.



The comments and material you supply will be used to determine if the proposed improvements
may have impacts that warrant further consideration and are consistent with future long-term
development plans within the study corridor.  Your comments will be incorporated into the
environmental planning process and Environmental Assessment document as appropriate.  We
ask that you provide your agency’s comments by September 18, 2009.

This Tier 1 EA is identified by FRA as an essential first step in the development of an intercity
passenger rail corridor.  The focus of the Tier 1 EA will be on establishing purposed and need,
estimating ridership, selection of the preferred corridor, identifying the station stops, specifying
the service levels, defining the type of operations, and identifying the logical next phases.  The
specific construction activities would be evaluated in subsequent Tier 2 NEPA documents.

This Tier 1 EA is needed to complete a Track 2 application for a High-Speed Intercity Rail
Program (HSIRP) grant.  On April 16, 2009, President Obama, together with Vice President
Biden and Secretary of Transportation LaHood, announced a new vision for developing high-
speed rail in America.  They called for a collaborative effort among the Federal Government,
States, railroads, and other key stakeholders to help transform America’s transportation system
through a national network of high-speed rail corridors.  This notice builds on this “Vision for
High-Speed Rail” (available on FRA’s Web site) by detailing the application requirements and
procedures for obtaining funding for high-speed and intercity passenger rail projects under the
American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009 (ARRA) and the Department of
Transportation Appropriations Acts of 2008 and 2009 (FY 2008/2009 DOT Appropriations Act),
while laying the foundation for a longer-term program to establish a network of  high-speed rail
corridors.

The enclosed information should help you understand the nature of the project and location of the
proposed railway improvement.  Because this effort is part of an ARRA grant application, we are
operating under an accelerated schedule and would appreciate comments by September 18, 2009.

If you have any questions about the project, please do not hesitate to contact Barbara Stevens at
(217) 785-4245, or by email at Barbara.Stevens@Illinois.gov.

The Illinois Department of Transportation thanks you in advance for your prompt review and
responses to our request for comments.

Sincerely,

George Weber
Bureau of Railroads, Bureau Chief

Enclosures:
Project Overview
Map of Project Limits

cc:  Barbara Stevens – IDOT, Bureau of Design and Environment
       Tim Selover, Phil Pasterak – Parsons Brinckerhoff



September 11, 2009

Ms. Diane Howser
US Coast Guard
16W215 83rd Street, Suite D
Burr Ridge, IL 60527

Dear Ms. Howser:

The Illinois Department of Transportation (IDOT), in cooperation with the Federal Railroad
Administration (FRA) is initiating the information gathering phase of the Environmental
Assessment (EA) for the proposed improvements included in the Chicago to St. Louis High-
Speed Rail Project.  Because the project may affect your area of expertise, your facilities, or your
activities or programs, we are seeking your comments on this project.

This project, which is part of the Midwest Regional Rail Initiative, proposes to add high-speed
passenger rail service between Chicago, Illinois and St. Louis, Missouri.  Initially, the service will
include three round-trip passenger trains operating at a maximum speed of 110 miles per hour
(mph) and one at a maximum speed of 79 mph between Joliet and St. Louis.  On completion of
all improvements envisioned for the line from Joliet to St. Louis, the expected service plan is to
operate five round-trips per day at a maximum speed of 110 mph.

The proposed passenger rail service would cross the Mississippi River from East St. Louis,
Illinois to St. Louis, Missouri on the MacArthur Bridge.  Work on this bridge, if any, would be
limited to track and/or tie replacement.  The project is shown in the attached figure.

In Illinois, the project will rehabilitate roadbed; replace ties, rail and ballast; and install or
upgrade train signaling where necessary.  It is anticipated that the vast majority of construction
activities, including staging areas, will be within existing railroad rights-of-way.  Work done
outside of the railroad right-of-way includes minor ditching, bridge, culvert and station work.

The development of high speed rail within this corridor was first studied in 1979.  In 1992 the
Secretary of Transportation designated the Chicago-St. Louis line as part of the "Chicago Hub
Network" high-speed rail corridor.  This led to a Financial and Implementation Plan (May 1994)
and the concept and corridor were validated in the commercial feasibility study released by the
FRA, High-Speed Ground Transportation for America (August 1996).  A Final Environmental
Impact Statement for the Chicago-St. Louis High Speed Rail Project was issued in January 2003,
followed by inclusion as a key component in the Midwest Regional Rail System report in
September 2004.  The Record of Decision (ROD) on the EIS for the Chicago-St. Louis HSR
Project was executed on January 8, 2004.



The comments and material you supply will be used to determine if the proposed improvements
may have impacts that warrant further consideration and are consistent with future long-term
development plans within the study corridor.  Your comments will be incorporated into the
environmental planning process and Environmental Assessment document as appropriate.  We
ask that you provide your agency’s comments by September 18, 2009.

This Tier 1 EA is identified by FRA as an essential first step in the development of an intercity
passenger rail corridor.  The focus of the Tier 1 EA will be on establishing purposed and need,
estimating ridership, selection of the preferred corridor, identifying the station stops, specifying
the service levels, defining the type of operations, and identifying the logical next phases.  The
specific construction activities would be evaluated in subsequent Tier 2 NEPA documents.

This Tier 1 EA is needed to complete a Track 2 application for a High-Speed Intercity Rail
Program (HSIRP) grant.  On April 16, 2009, President Obama, together with Vice President
Biden and Secretary of Transportation LaHood, announced a new vision for developing high-
speed rail in America.  They called for a collaborative effort among the Federal Government,
States, railroads, and other key stakeholders to help transform America’s transportation system
through a national network of high-speed rail corridors.  This notice builds on this “Vision for
High-Speed Rail” (available on FRA’s Web site) by detailing the application requirements and
procedures for obtaining funding for high-speed and intercity passenger rail projects under the
American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009 (ARRA) and the Department of
Transportation Appropriations Acts of 2008 and 2009 (FY 2008/2009 DOT Appropriations Act),
while laying the foundation for a longer-term program to establish a network of  high-speed rail
corridors.

The enclosed information should help you understand the nature of the project and location of the
proposed railway improvement.  Because this effort is part of an ARRA grant application, we are
operating under an accelerated schedule and would appreciate comments by September 18, 2009.

If you have any questions about the project, please do not hesitate to contact Barbara Stevens at
(217) 785-4245, or by email at Barbara.Stevens@Illinois.gov.

The Illinois Department of Transportation thanks you in advance for your prompt review and
responses to our request for comments.

Sincerely,

George Weber
Bureau of Railroads, Bureau Chief

Enclosures:
Project Overview
Map of Project Limits

cc:  Barbara Stevens – IDOT, Bureau of Design and Environment
       Tim Selover, Phil Pasterak – Parsons Brinckerhoff



September 11, 2009

Mr. Peter V. Neffenger
Rear Admiral
U.S. Coast Guard
Ninth Coast Guard District
1240 East 9th Street
Cleveland, OH  44199-2060

Dear Mr. Neffenger:

The Illinois Department of Transportation (IDOT), in cooperation with the Federal Railroad
Administration (FRA) is initiating the information gathering phase of the Environmental
Assessment (EA) for the proposed improvements included in the Chicago to St. Louis High-
Speed Rail Project.  Because the project may affect your area of expertise, your facilities, or your
activities or programs, we are seeking your comments on this project.

This project, which is part of the Midwest Regional Rail Initiative, proposes to add high-speed
passenger rail service between Chicago, Illinois and St. Louis, Missouri.  Initially, the service will
include three round-trip passenger trains operating at a maximum speed of 110 miles per hour
(mph) and one at a maximum speed of 79 mph between Joliet and St. Louis.  On completion of
all improvements envisioned for the line from Joliet to St. Louis, the expected service plan is to
operate five round-trips per day at a maximum speed of 110 mph.

The proposed passenger rail service would cross the Mississippi River from East St. Louis,
Illinois to St. Louis, Missouri on the MacArthur Bridge.  Work on this bridge, if any, would be
limited to track and/or tie replacement.  The project is shown in the attached figure.

In Illinois, the project will rehabilitate roadbed; replace ties, rail and ballast; and install or
upgrade train signaling where necessary.  It is anticipated that the vast majority of construction
activities, including staging areas, will be within existing railroad rights-of-way.  Work done
outside of the railroad right-of-way includes minor ditching, bridge, culvert and station work.

The development of high speed rail within this corridor was first studied in 1979.  In 1992 the
Secretary of Transportation designated the Chicago-St. Louis line as part of the "Chicago Hub
Network" high-speed rail corridor.  This led to a Financial and Implementation Plan (May 1994)
and the concept and corridor were validated in the commercial feasibility study released by the
FRA, High-Speed Ground Transportation for America (August 1996).  A Final Environmental
Impact Statement for the Chicago-St. Louis High Speed Rail Project was issued in January 2003,
followed by inclusion as a key component in the Midwest Regional Rail System report in
September 2004.  The Record of Decision (ROD) on the EIS for the Chicago-St. Louis HSR
Project was executed on January 8, 2004.



The comments and material you supply will be used to determine if the proposed improvements
may have impacts that warrant further consideration and are consistent with future long-term
development plans within the study corridor.  Your comments will be incorporated into the
environmental planning process and Environmental Assessment document as appropriate.  We
ask that you provide your agency’s comments by September 18, 2009.

This Tier 1 EA is identified by FRA as an essential first step in the development of an intercity
passenger rail corridor.  The focus of the Tier 1 EA will be on establishing purposed and need,
estimating ridership, selection of the preferred corridor, identifying the station stops, specifying
the service levels, defining the type of operations, and identifying the logical next phases.  The
specific construction activities would be evaluated in subsequent Tier 2 NEPA documents.

This Tier 1 EA is needed to complete a Track 2 application for a High-Speed Intercity Rail
Program (HSIRP) grant.  On April 16, 2009, President Obama, together with Vice President
Biden and Secretary of Transportation LaHood, announced a new vision for developing high-
speed rail in America.  They called for a collaborative effort among the Federal Government,
States, railroads, and other key stakeholders to help transform America’s transportation system
through a national network of high-speed rail corridors.  This notice builds on this “Vision for
High-Speed Rail” (available on FRA’s Web site) by detailing the application requirements and
procedures for obtaining funding for high-speed and intercity passenger rail projects under the
American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009 (ARRA) and the Department of
Transportation Appropriations Acts of 2008 and 2009 (FY 2008/2009 DOT Appropriations Act),
while laying the foundation for a longer-term program to establish a network of  high-speed rail
corridors.

The enclosed information should help you understand the nature of the project and location of the
proposed railway improvement.  Because this effort is part of an ARRA grant application, we are
operating under an accelerated schedule and would appreciate comments by September 18, 2009.

If you have any questions about the project, please do not hesitate to contact Barbara Stevens at
(217) 785-4245, or by email at Barbara.Stevens@Illinois.gov.

The Illinois Department of Transportation thanks you in advance for your prompt review and
responses to our request for comments.

Sincerely,

George Weber
Bureau of Railroads, Bureau Chief

Enclosures:
Project Overview
Map of Project Limits

cc:  Barbara Stevens – IDOT, Bureau of Design and Environment
       Tim Selover, Phil Pasterak – Parsons Brinckerhoff



 
 
 
September 11, 2009 
 
Mr. James Johnson 
U.S. Department of Agriculture 
State Conservationist 
2118 W. Park Court 
Champaign, IL  61821 
 
Dear Mr. Johnson: 
 
The Illinois Department of Transportation (IDOT), in cooperation with the Federal Railroad 
Administration (FRA) is initiating the information gathering phase of the Environmental 
Assessment (EA) for the proposed improvements included in the Chicago to St. Louis High-
Speed Rail Project.  Because the project may affect your area of expertise, your facilities, or your 
activities or programs, we are seeking your comments on this project. 
 
This project, which is part of the Midwest Regional Rail Initiative, proposes to add high-speed 
passenger rail service between Chicago, Illinois and St. Louis, Missouri.  Initially, the service will 
include three round-trip passenger trains operating at a maximum speed of 110 miles per hour 
(mph) and one at a maximum speed of 79 mph between Joliet and St. Louis.  On completion of 
all improvements envisioned for the line from Joliet to St. Louis, the expected service plan is to 
operate five round-trips per day at a maximum speed of 110 mph. 
  
The proposed passenger rail service would cross the Mississippi River from East St. Louis, 
Illinois to St. Louis, Missouri on the MacArthur Bridge.  Work on this bridge, if any, would be 
limited to track and/or tie replacement.  The project is shown in the attached figure. 
 
In Illinois, the project will rehabilitate roadbed; replace ties, rail and ballast; and install or 
upgrade train signaling where necessary.  It is anticipated that the vast majority of construction 
activities, including staging areas, will be within existing railroad rights-of-way.  Work done 
outside of the railroad right-of-way includes minor ditching, bridge, culvert and station work.   
 
The development of high speed rail within this corridor was first studied in 1979.  In 1992 the 
Secretary of Transportation designated the Chicago-St. Louis line as part of the "Chicago Hub 
Network" high-speed rail corridor.  This led to a Financial and Implementation Plan (May 1994) 
and the concept and corridor were validated in the commercial feasibility study released by the 
FRA, High-Speed Ground Transportation for America (August 1996).  A Final Environmental 
Impact Statement for the Chicago-St. Louis High Speed Rail Project was issued in January 2003, 
followed by inclusion as a key component in the Midwest Regional Rail System report in 
September 2004.  The Record of Decision (ROD) on the EIS for the Chicago-St. Louis HSR 
Project was executed on January 8, 2004. 

 
 



The comments and material you supply will be used to determine if the proposed improvements 
may have impacts that warrant further consideration and are consistent with future long-term 
development plans within the study corridor.  Your comments will be incorporated into the 
environmental planning process and Environmental Assessment document as appropriate.  We 
ask that you provide your agency’s comments by September 18, 2009. 
 
This Tier 1 EA is identified by FRA as an essential first step in the development of an intercity 
passenger rail corridor.  The focus of the Tier 1 EA will be on establishing purposed and need, 
estimating ridership, selection of the preferred corridor, identifying the station stops, specifying 
the service levels, defining the type of operations, and identifying the logical next phases.  The 
specific construction activities would be evaluated in subsequent Tier 2 NEPA documents. 
 
This Tier 1 EA is needed to complete a Track 2 application for a High-Speed Intercity Rail 
Program (HSIRP) grant.  On April 16, 2009, President Obama, together with Vice President 
Biden and Secretary of Transportation LaHood, announced a new vision for developing high-
speed rail in America.  They called for a collaborative effort among the Federal Government, 
States, railroads, and other key stakeholders to help transform America’s transportation system 
through a national network of high-speed rail corridors.  This notice builds on this “Vision for 
High-Speed Rail” (available on FRA’s Web site) by detailing the application requirements and 
procedures for obtaining funding for high-speed and intercity passenger rail projects under the 
American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009 (ARRA) and the Department of 
Transportation Appropriations Acts of 2008 and 2009 (FY 2008/2009 DOT Appropriations Act), 
while laying the foundation for a longer-term program to establish a network of  high-speed rail 
corridors. 
 
The enclosed information should help you understand the nature of the project and location of the 
proposed railway improvement.  Because this effort is part of an ARRA grant application, we are 
operating under an accelerated schedule and would appreciate comments by September 18, 2009. 
 
If you have any questions about the project, please do not hesitate to contact Barbara Stevens at 
(217) 785-4245, or by email at Barbara.Stevens@Illinois.gov. 
 
The Illinois Department of Transportation thanks you in advance for your prompt review and 
responses to our request for comments. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
George Weber 
Bureau of Railroads, Bureau Chief 
 
 
Enclosures: 
Project Overview 
Map of Project Limits 
 
cc:  Barbara Stevens – IDOT, Bureau of Design and Environment 
       Tim Selover, Phil Pasterak – Parsons Brinckerhoff 
 
 



September 11, 2009

Ms. Beverly Bishop
U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development
Deputy Regional Director
Ralph Metcalfe Federal Building
77 West Jackson Blvd.
Chicago, IL  60604-3507

Dear Ms. Bishop:

The Illinois Department of Transportation (IDOT), in cooperation with the Federal Railroad
Administration (FRA) is initiating the information gathering phase of the Environmental
Assessment (EA) for the proposed improvements included in the Chicago to St. Louis High-
Speed Rail Project.  Because the project may affect your area of expertise, your facilities, or your
activities or programs, we are seeking your comments on this project.

This project, which is part of the Midwest Regional Rail Initiative, proposes to add high-speed
passenger rail service between Chicago, Illinois and St. Louis, Missouri.  Initially, the service will
include three round-trip passenger trains operating at a maximum speed of 110 miles per hour
(mph) and one at a maximum speed of 79 mph between Joliet and St. Louis.  On completion of
all improvements envisioned for the line from Joliet to St. Louis, the expected service plan is to
operate five round-trips per day at a maximum speed of 110 mph.

The proposed passenger rail service would cross the Mississippi River from East St. Louis,
Illinois to St. Louis, Missouri on the MacArthur Bridge.  Work on this bridge, if any, would be
limited to track and/or tie replacement.  The project is shown in the attached figure.

In Illinois, the project will rehabilitate roadbed; replace ties, rail and ballast; and install or
upgrade train signaling where necessary.  It is anticipated that the vast majority of construction
activities, including staging areas, will be within existing railroad rights-of-way.  Work done
outside of the railroad right-of-way includes minor ditching, bridge, culvert and station work.

The development of high speed rail within this corridor was first studied in 1979.  In 1992 the
Secretary of Transportation designated the Chicago-St. Louis line as part of the "Chicago Hub
Network" high-speed rail corridor.  This led to a Financial and Implementation Plan (May 1994)
and the concept and corridor were validated in the commercial feasibility study released by the
FRA, High-Speed Ground Transportation for America (August 1996).  A Final Environmental
Impact Statement for the Chicago-St. Louis High Speed Rail Project was issued in January 2003,
followed by inclusion as a key component in the Midwest Regional Rail System report in
September 2004.  The Record of Decision (ROD) on the EIS for the Chicago-St. Louis HSR
Project was executed on January 8, 2004.



The comments and material you supply will be used to determine if the proposed improvements
may have impacts that warrant further consideration and are consistent with future long-term
development plans within the study corridor.  Your comments will be incorporated into the
environmental planning process and Environmental Assessment document as appropriate.  We
ask that you provide your agency’s comments by September 18, 2009.

This Tier 1 EA is identified by FRA as an essential first step in the development of an intercity
passenger rail corridor.  The focus of the Tier 1 EA will be on establishing purposed and need,
estimating ridership, selection of the preferred corridor, identifying the station stops, specifying
the service levels, defining the type of operations, and identifying the logical next phases.  The
specific construction activities would be evaluated in subsequent Tier 2 NEPA documents.

This Tier 1 EA is needed to complete a Track 2 application for a High-Speed Intercity Rail
Program (HSIRP) grant.  On April 16, 2009, President Obama, together with Vice President
Biden and Secretary of Transportation LaHood, announced a new vision for developing high-
speed rail in America.  They called for a collaborative effort among the Federal Government,
States, railroads, and other key stakeholders to help transform America’s transportation system
through a national network of high-speed rail corridors.  This notice builds on this “Vision for
High-Speed Rail” (available on FRA’s Web site) by detailing the application requirements and
procedures for obtaining funding for high-speed and intercity passenger rail projects under the
American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009 (ARRA) and the Department of
Transportation Appropriations Acts of 2008 and 2009 (FY 2008/2009 DOT Appropriations Act),
while laying the foundation for a longer-term program to establish a network of  high-speed rail
corridors.

The enclosed information should help you understand the nature of the project and location of the
proposed railway improvement.  Because this effort is part of an ARRA grant application, we are
operating under an accelerated schedule and would appreciate comments by September 18, 2009.

If you have any questions about the project, please do not hesitate to contact Barbara Stevens at
(217) 785-4245, or by email at Barbara.Stevens@Illinois.gov.

The Illinois Department of Transportation thanks you in advance for your prompt review and
responses to our request for comments.

Sincerely,

George Weber
Bureau of Railroads, Bureau Chief

Enclosures:
Project Overview
Map of Project Limits

cc:  Barbara Stevens – IDOT, Bureau of Design and Environment
       Tim Selover, Phil Pasterak – Parsons Brinckerhoff



September 11, 2009

Ms. Marisol R. Simon
Federal Transit Administration
Regional Administrator Region 5
200 W. Adams Street, Suite 320
Chicago, IL  60606

Dear Ms. Simon:

The Illinois Department of Transportation (IDOT), in cooperation with the Federal Railroad
Administration (FRA) is initiating the information gathering phase of the Environmental
Assessment (EA) for the proposed improvements included in the Chicago to St. Louis High-
Speed Rail Project.  Because the project may affect your area of expertise, your facilities, or your
activities or programs, we are seeking your comments on this project.

This project, which is part of the Midwest Regional Rail Initiative, proposes to add high-speed
passenger rail service between Chicago, Illinois and St. Louis, Missouri.  Initially, the service will
include three round-trip passenger trains operating at a maximum speed of 110 miles per hour
(mph) and one at a maximum speed of 79 mph between Joliet and St. Louis.  On completion of
all improvements envisioned for the line from Joliet to St. Louis, the expected service plan is to
operate five round-trips per day at a maximum speed of 110 mph.

The proposed passenger rail service would cross the Mississippi River from East St. Louis,
Illinois to St. Louis, Missouri on the MacArthur Bridge.  Work on this bridge, if any, would be
limited to track and/or tie replacement.  The project is shown in the attached figure.

In Illinois, the project will rehabilitate roadbed; replace ties, rail and ballast; and install or
upgrade train signaling where necessary.  It is anticipated that the vast majority of construction
activities, including staging areas, will be within existing railroad rights-of-way.  Work done
outside of the railroad right-of-way includes minor ditching, bridge, culvert and station work.

The development of high speed rail within this corridor was first studied in 1979.  In 1992 the
Secretary of Transportation designated the Chicago-St. Louis line as part of the "Chicago Hub
Network" high-speed rail corridor.  This led to a Financial and Implementation Plan (May 1994)
and the concept and corridor were validated in the commercial feasibility study released by the
FRA, High-Speed Ground Transportation for America (August 1996).  A Final Environmental
Impact Statement for the Chicago-St. Louis High Speed Rail Project was issued in January 2003,
followed by inclusion as a key component in the Midwest Regional Rail System report in
September 2004.  The Record of Decision (ROD) on the EIS for the Chicago-St. Louis HSR
Project was executed on January 8, 2004.



The comments and material you supply will be used to determine if the proposed improvements
may have impacts that warrant further consideration and are consistent with future long-term
development plans within the study corridor.  Your comments will be incorporated into the
environmental planning process and Environmental Assessment document as appropriate.  We
ask that you provide your agency’s comments by September 18, 2009.

This Tier 1 EA is identified by FRA as an essential first step in the development of an intercity
passenger rail corridor.  The focus of the Tier 1 EA will be on establishing purposed and need,
estimating ridership, selection of the preferred corridor, identifying the station stops, specifying
the service levels, defining the type of operations, and identifying the logical next phases.  The
specific construction activities would be evaluated in subsequent Tier 2 NEPA documents.

This Tier 1 EA is needed to complete a Track 2 application for a High-Speed Intercity Rail
Program (HSIRP) grant.  On April 16, 2009, President Obama, together with Vice President
Biden and Secretary of Transportation LaHood, announced a new vision for developing high-
speed rail in America.  They called for a collaborative effort among the Federal Government,
States, railroads, and other key stakeholders to help transform America’s transportation system
through a national network of high-speed rail corridors.  This notice builds on this “Vision for
High-Speed Rail” (available on FRA’s Web site) by detailing the application requirements and
procedures for obtaining funding for high-speed and intercity passenger rail projects under the
American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009 (ARRA) and the Department of
Transportation Appropriations Acts of 2008 and 2009 (FY 2008/2009 DOT Appropriations Act),
while laying the foundation for a longer-term program to establish a network of  high-speed rail
corridors.

The enclosed information should help you understand the nature of the project and location of the
proposed railway improvement.  Because this effort is part of an ARRA grant application, we are
operating under an accelerated schedule and would appreciate comments by September 18, 2009.

If you have any questions about the project, please do not hesitate to contact Barbara Stevens at
(217) 785-4245, or by email at Barbara.Stevens@Illinois.gov.

The Illinois Department of Transportation thanks you in advance for your prompt review and
responses to our request for comments.

Sincerely,

George Weber
Bureau of Railroads, Bureau Chief

Enclosures:
Project Overview
Map of Project Limits

cc:  Barbara Stevens – IDOT, Bureau of Design and Environment
       Tim Selover, Phil Pasterak – Parsons Brinckerhoff



September 11, 2009

Mr. Ken Westlake
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
US EPA Region 5
77 West Jackson Boulevard
Chicago, IL 60604

Dear Mr. Westlake:

The Illinois Department of Transportation (IDOT), in cooperation with the Federal Railroad
Administration (FRA) is initiating the information gathering phase of the Environmental
Assessment (EA) for the proposed improvements included in the Chicago to St. Louis High-
Speed Rail Project.  Because the project may affect your area of expertise, your facilities, or your
activities or programs, we are seeking your comments on this project.

This project, which is part of the Midwest Regional Rail Initiative, proposes to add high-speed
passenger rail service between Chicago, Illinois and St. Louis, Missouri.  Initially, the service will
include three round-trip passenger trains operating at a maximum speed of 110 miles per hour
(mph) and one at a maximum speed of 79 mph between Joliet and St. Louis.  On completion of
all improvements envisioned for the line from Joliet to St. Louis, the expected service plan is to
operate five round-trips per day at a maximum speed of 110 mph.

The proposed passenger rail service would cross the Mississippi River from East St. Louis,
Illinois to St. Louis, Missouri on the MacArthur Bridge.  Work on this bridge, if any, would be
limited to track and/or tie replacement.  The project is shown in the attached figure.

In Illinois, the project will rehabilitate roadbed; replace ties, rail and ballast; and install or
upgrade train signaling where necessary.  It is anticipated that the vast majority of construction
activities, including staging areas, will be within existing railroad rights-of-way.  Work done
outside of the railroad right-of-way includes minor ditching, bridge, culvert and station work.

The development of high speed rail within this corridor was first studied in 1979.  In 1992 the
Secretary of Transportation designated the Chicago-St. Louis line as part of the "Chicago Hub
Network" high-speed rail corridor.  This led to a Financial and Implementation Plan (May 1994)
and the concept and corridor were validated in the commercial feasibility study released by the
FRA, High-Speed Ground Transportation for America (August 1996).  A Final Environmental
Impact Statement for the Chicago-St. Louis High Speed Rail Project was issued in January 2003,
followed by inclusion as a key component in the Midwest Regional Rail System report in
September 2004.  The Record of Decision (ROD) on the EIS for the Chicago-St. Louis HSR
Project was executed on January 8, 2004.



The comments and material you supply will be used to determine if the proposed improvements
may have impacts that warrant further consideration and are consistent with future long-term
development plans within the study corridor.  Your comments will be incorporated into the
environmental planning process and Environmental Assessment document as appropriate.  We
ask that you provide your agency’s comments by September 18, 2009.

This Tier 1 EA is identified by FRA as an essential first step in the development of an intercity
passenger rail corridor.  The focus of the Tier 1 EA will be on establishing purposed and need,
estimating ridership, selection of the preferred corridor, identifying the station stops, specifying
the service levels, defining the type of operations, and identifying the logical next phases.  The
specific construction activities would be evaluated in subsequent Tier 2 NEPA documents.

This Tier 1 EA is needed to complete a Track 2 application for a High-Speed Intercity Rail
Program (HSIRP) grant.  On April 16, 2009, President Obama, together with Vice President
Biden and Secretary of Transportation LaHood, announced a new vision for developing high-
speed rail in America.  They called for a collaborative effort among the Federal Government,
States, railroads, and other key stakeholders to help transform America’s transportation system
through a national network of high-speed rail corridors.  This notice builds on this “Vision for
High-Speed Rail” (available on FRA’s Web site) by detailing the application requirements and
procedures for obtaining funding for high-speed and intercity passenger rail projects under the
American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009 (ARRA) and the Department of
Transportation Appropriations Acts of 2008 and 2009 (FY 2008/2009 DOT Appropriations Act),
while laying the foundation for a longer-term program to establish a network of  high-speed rail
corridors.

The enclosed information should help you understand the nature of the project and location of the
proposed railway improvement.  Because this effort is part of an ARRA grant application, we are
operating under an accelerated schedule and would appreciate comments by September 18, 2009.

If you have any questions about the project, please do not hesitate to contact Barbara Stevens at
(217) 785-4245, or by email at Barbara.Stevens@Illinois.gov.

The Illinois Department of Transportation thanks you in advance for your prompt review and
responses to our request for comments.

Sincerely,

George Weber
Bureau of Railroads, Bureau Chief

Enclosures:
Project Overview
Map of Project Limits

cc:  Barbara Stevens – IDOT, Bureau of Design and Environment
       Tim Selover, Phil Pasterak – Parsons Brinckerhoff



September 11, 2009

William W. Rice
U. S. Environmental Protection Agency
US EPA Region 7
901 N. 5th Street
Kansas City, KS 66101

Dear Mr. Rice:

The Illinois Department of Transportation (IDOT), in cooperation with the Federal Railroad
Administration (FRA) is initiating the information gathering phase of the Environmental
Assessment (EA) for the proposed improvements included in the Chicago to St. Louis High-
Speed Rail Project.  Because the project may affect your area of expertise, your facilities, or your
activities or programs, we are seeking your comments on this project.

This project, which is part of the Midwest Regional Rail Initiative, proposes to add high-speed
passenger rail service between Chicago, Illinois and St. Louis, Missouri.  Initially, the service will
include three round-trip passenger trains operating at a maximum speed of 110 miles per hour
(mph) and one at a maximum speed of 79 mph between Joliet and St. Louis.  On completion of
all improvements envisioned for the line from Joliet to St. Louis, the expected service plan is to
operate five round-trips per day at a maximum speed of 110 mph.

The proposed passenger rail service would cross the Mississippi River from East St. Louis,
Illinois to St. Louis, Missouri on the MacArthur Bridge.  Work on this bridge, if any, would be
limited to track and/or tie replacement.  The project is shown in the attached figure.

In Illinois, the project will rehabilitate roadbed; replace ties, rail and ballast; and install or
upgrade train signaling where necessary.  It is anticipated that the vast majority of construction
activities, including staging areas, will be within existing railroad rights-of-way.  Work done
outside of the railroad right-of-way includes minor ditching, bridge, culvert and station work.

The development of high speed rail within this corridor was first studied in 1979.  In 1992 the
Secretary of Transportation designated the Chicago-St. Louis line as part of the "Chicago Hub
Network" high-speed rail corridor.  This led to a Financial and Implementation Plan (May 1994)
and the concept and corridor were validated in the commercial feasibility study released by the
FRA, High-Speed Ground Transportation for America (August 1996).  A Final Environmental
Impact Statement for the Chicago-St. Louis High Speed Rail Project was issued in January 2003,
followed by inclusion as a key component in the Midwest Regional Rail System report in
September 2004.  The Record of Decision (ROD) on the EIS for the Chicago-St. Louis HSR
Project was executed on January 8, 2004.



The comments and material you supply will be used to determine if the proposed improvements
may have impacts that warrant further consideration and are consistent with future long-term
development plans within the study corridor.  Your comments will be incorporated into the
environmental planning process and Environmental Assessment document as appropriate.  We
ask that you provide your agency’s comments by September 18, 2009.

This Tier 1 EA is identified by FRA as an essential first step in the development of an intercity
passenger rail corridor.  The focus of the Tier 1 EA will be on establishing purposed and need,
estimating ridership, selection of the preferred corridor, identifying the station stops, specifying
the service levels, defining the type of operations, and identifying the logical next phases.  The
specific construction activities would be evaluated in subsequent Tier 2 NEPA documents.

This Tier 1 EA is needed to complete a Track 2 application for a High-Speed Intercity Rail
Program (HSIRP) grant.  On April 16, 2009, President Obama, together with Vice President
Biden and Secretary of Transportation LaHood, announced a new vision for developing high-
speed rail in America.  They called for a collaborative effort among the Federal Government,
States, railroads, and other key stakeholders to help transform America’s transportation system
through a national network of high-speed rail corridors.  This notice builds on this “Vision for
High-Speed Rail” (available on FRA’s Web site) by detailing the application requirements and
procedures for obtaining funding for high-speed and intercity passenger rail projects under the
American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009 (ARRA) and the Department of
Transportation Appropriations Acts of 2008 and 2009 (FY 2008/2009 DOT Appropriations Act),
while laying the foundation for a longer-term program to establish a network of  high-speed rail
corridors.

The enclosed information should help you understand the nature of the project and location of the
proposed railway improvement.  Because this effort is part of an ARRA grant application, we are
operating under an accelerated schedule and would appreciate comments by September 18, 2009.

If you have any questions about the project, please do not hesitate to contact Barbara Stevens at
(217) 785-4245, or by email at Barbara.Stevens@Illinois.gov.

The Illinois Department of Transportation thanks you in advance for your prompt review and
responses to our request for comments.

Sincerely,

George Weber
Bureau of Railroads, Bureau Chief

Enclosures:
Project Overview
Map of Project Limits

cc:  Barbara Stevens – IDOT, Bureau of Design and Environment



September 11, 2009

Ms. Cathy Pollack
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
1250 S. Grove Street, Suite 103
Barrington, IL 60010

Dear Ms. Pollack:

The Illinois Department of Transportation (IDOT), in cooperation with the Federal Railroad
Administration (FRA) is initiating the information gathering phase of the Environmental
Assessment (EA) for the proposed improvements included in the Chicago to St. Louis High-
Speed Rail Project.  Because the project may affect your area of expertise, your facilities, or your
activities or programs, we are seeking your comments on this project.

This project, which is part of the Midwest Regional Rail Initiative, proposes to add high-speed
passenger rail service between Chicago, Illinois and St. Louis, Missouri.  Initially, the service will
include three round-trip passenger trains operating at a maximum speed of 110 miles per hour
(mph) and one at a maximum speed of 79 mph between Joliet and St. Louis.  On completion of
all improvements envisioned for the line from Joliet to St. Louis, the expected service plan is to
operate five round-trips per day at a maximum speed of 110 mph.

The proposed passenger rail service would cross the Mississippi River from East St. Louis,
Illinois to St. Louis, Missouri on the MacArthur Bridge.  Work on this bridge, if any, would be
limited to track and/or tie replacement.  The project is shown in the attached figure.

In Illinois, the project will rehabilitate roadbed; replace ties, rail and ballast; and install or
upgrade train signaling where necessary.  It is anticipated that the vast majority of construction
activities, including staging areas, will be within existing railroad rights-of-way.  Work done
outside of the railroad right-of-way includes minor ditching, bridge, culvert and station work.

The development of high speed rail within this corridor was first studied in 1979.  In 1992 the
Secretary of Transportation designated the Chicago-St. Louis line as part of the "Chicago Hub
Network" high-speed rail corridor.  This led to a Financial and Implementation Plan (May 1994)
and the concept and corridor were validated in the commercial feasibility study released by the
FRA, High-Speed Ground Transportation for America (August 1996).  A Final Environmental
Impact Statement for the Chicago-St. Louis High Speed Rail Project was issued in January 2003,
followed by inclusion as a key component in the Midwest Regional Rail System report in
September 2004.  The Record of Decision (ROD) on the EIS for the Chicago-St. Louis HSR
Project was executed on January 8, 2004.



The comments and material you supply will be used to determine if the proposed improvements
may have impacts that warrant further consideration and are consistent with future long-term
development plans within the study corridor.  Your comments will be incorporated into the
environmental planning process and Environmental Assessment document as appropriate.  We
ask that you provide your agency’s comments by September 18, 2009.

This Tier 1 EA is identified by FRA as an essential first step in the development of an intercity
passenger rail corridor.  The focus of the Tier 1 EA will be on establishing purposed and need,
estimating ridership, selection of the preferred corridor, identifying the station stops, specifying
the service levels, defining the type of operations, and identifying the logical next phases.  The
specific construction activities would be evaluated in subsequent Tier 2 NEPA documents.

This Tier 1 EA is needed to complete a Track 2 application for a High-Speed Intercity Rail
Program (HSIRP) grant.  On April 16, 2009, President Obama, together with Vice President
Biden and Secretary of Transportation LaHood, announced a new vision for developing high-
speed rail in America.  They called for a collaborative effort among the Federal Government,
States, railroads, and other key stakeholders to help transform America’s transportation system
through a national network of high-speed rail corridors.  This notice builds on this “Vision for
High-Speed Rail” (available on FRA’s Web site) by detailing the application requirements and
procedures for obtaining funding for high-speed and intercity passenger rail projects under the
American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009 (ARRA) and the Department of
Transportation Appropriations Acts of 2008 and 2009 (FY 2008/2009 DOT Appropriations Act),
while laying the foundation for a longer-term program to establish a network of  high-speed rail
corridors.

The enclosed information should help you understand the nature of the project and location of the
proposed railway improvement.  Because this effort is part of an ARRA grant application, we are
operating under an accelerated schedule and would appreciate comments by September 18, 2009.

If you have any questions about the project, please do not hesitate to contact Barbara Stevens at
(217) 785-4245, or by email at Barbara.Stevens@Illinois.gov.

The Illinois Department of Transportation thanks you in advance for your prompt review and
responses to our request for comments.

Sincerely,

George Weber
Bureau of Railroads, Bureau Chief

Enclosures:
Project Overview
Map of Project Limits

cc:  Barbara Stevens – IDOT, Bureau of Design and Environment
       Tim Selover, Phil Pasterak – Parsons Brinckerhoff



September 11, 2009

Mr. Douglas P. Scott
Illinois Environmental Protection Agency
Director
P.O. Box 19276
Springfield, IL  62794-9276

Dear Mr. Scott:

The Illinois Department of Transportation (IDOT), in cooperation with the Federal Railroad
Administration (FRA) is initiating the information gathering phase of the Environmental
Assessment (EA) for the proposed improvements included in the Chicago to St. Louis High-
Speed Rail Project.  Because the project may affect your area of expertise, your facilities, or your
activities or programs, we are seeking your comments on this project.

This project, which is part of the Midwest Regional Rail Initiative, proposes to add high-speed
passenger rail service between Chicago, Illinois and St. Louis, Missouri.  Initially, the service will
include three round-trip passenger trains operating at a maximum speed of 110 miles per hour
(mph) and one at a maximum speed of 79 mph between Joliet and St. Louis.  On completion of
all improvements envisioned for the line from Joliet to St. Louis, the expected service plan is to
operate five round-trips per day at a maximum speed of 110 mph.

The proposed passenger rail service would cross the Mississippi River from East St. Louis,
Illinois to St. Louis, Missouri on the MacArthur Bridge.  Work on this bridge, if any, would be
limited to track and/or tie replacement.  The project is shown in the attached figure.

In Illinois, the project will rehabilitate roadbed; replace ties, rail and ballast; and install or
upgrade train signaling where necessary.  It is anticipated that the vast majority of construction
activities, including staging areas, will be within existing railroad rights-of-way.  Work done
outside of the railroad right-of-way includes minor ditching, bridge, culvert and station work.

The development of high speed rail within this corridor was first studied in 1979.  In 1992 the
Secretary of Transportation designated the Chicago-St. Louis line as part of the "Chicago Hub
Network" high-speed rail corridor.  This led to a Financial and Implementation Plan (May 1994)
and the concept and corridor were validated in the commercial feasibility study released by the
FRA, High-Speed Ground Transportation for America (August 1996).  A Final Environmental
Impact Statement for the Chicago-St. Louis High Speed Rail Project was issued in January 2003,
followed by inclusion as a key component in the Midwest Regional Rail System report in
September 2004.  The Record of Decision (ROD) on the EIS for the Chicago-St. Louis HSR
Project was executed on January 8, 2004.



The comments and material you supply will be used to determine if the proposed improvements
may have impacts that warrant further consideration and are consistent with future long-term
development plans within the study corridor.  Your comments will be incorporated into the
environmental planning process and Environmental Assessment document as appropriate.  We
ask that you provide your agency’s comments by September 18, 2009.

This Tier 1 EA is identified by FRA as an essential first step in the development of an intercity
passenger rail corridor.  The focus of the Tier 1 EA will be on establishing purposed and need,
estimating ridership, selection of the preferred corridor, identifying the station stops, specifying
the service levels, defining the type of operations, and identifying the logical next phases.  The
specific construction activities would be evaluated in subsequent Tier 2 NEPA documents.

This Tier 1 EA is needed to complete a Track 2 application for a High-Speed Intercity Rail
Program (HSIRP) grant.  On April 16, 2009, President Obama, together with Vice President
Biden and Secretary of Transportation LaHood, announced a new vision for developing high-
speed rail in America.  They called for a collaborative effort among the Federal Government,
States, railroads, and other key stakeholders to help transform America’s transportation system
through a national network of high-speed rail corridors.  This notice builds on this “Vision for
High-Speed Rail” (available on FRA’s Web site) by detailing the application requirements and
procedures for obtaining funding for high-speed and intercity passenger rail projects under the
American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009 (ARRA) and the Department of
Transportation Appropriations Acts of 2008 and 2009 (FY 2008/2009 DOT Appropriations Act),
while laying the foundation for a longer-term program to establish a network of  high-speed rail
corridors.

The enclosed information should help you understand the nature of the project and location of the
proposed railway improvement.  Because this effort is part of an ARRA grant application, we are
operating under an accelerated schedule and would appreciate comments by September 18, 2009.

If you have any questions about the project, please do not hesitate to contact Barbara Stevens at
(217) 785-4245, or by email at Barbara.Stevens@Illinois.gov.

The Illinois Department of Transportation thanks you in advance for your prompt review and
responses to our request for comments.

Sincerely,

George Weber
Bureau of Railroads, Bureau Chief

Enclosures:
Project Overview
Map of Project Limits

cc:  Barbara Stevens – IDOT, Bureau of Design and Environment
       Tim Selover, Phil Pasterak – Parsons Brinckerhoff



September 11, 2009

Mr. Mike Stead
Illinois Commerce Commission
Rail Safety Section
527 East Capital Avenue
Springfield, IL  62701

Dear Mr. Stead:

The Illinois Department of Transportation (IDOT), in cooperation with the Federal Railroad
Administration (FRA) is initiating the information gathering phase of the Environmental
Assessment (EA) for the proposed improvements included in the Chicago to St. Louis High-
Speed Rail Project.  Because the project may affect your area of expertise, your facilities, or your
activities or programs, we are seeking your comments on this project.

This project, which is part of the Midwest Regional Rail Initiative, proposes to add high-speed
passenger rail service between Chicago, Illinois and St. Louis, Missouri.  Initially, the service will
include three round-trip passenger trains operating at a maximum speed of 110 miles per hour
(mph) and one at a maximum speed of 79 mph between Joliet and St. Louis.  On completion of
all improvements envisioned for the line from Joliet to St. Louis, the expected service plan is to
operate five round-trips per day at a maximum speed of 110 mph.

The proposed passenger rail service would cross the Mississippi River from East St. Louis,
Illinois to St. Louis, Missouri on the MacArthur Bridge.  Work on this bridge, if any, would be
limited to track and/or tie replacement.  The project is shown in the attached figure.

In Illinois, the project will rehabilitate roadbed; replace ties, rail and ballast; and install or
upgrade train signaling where necessary.  It is anticipated that the vast majority of construction
activities, including staging areas, will be within existing railroad rights-of-way.  Work done
outside of the railroad right-of-way includes minor ditching, bridge, culvert and station work.

The development of high speed rail within this corridor was first studied in 1979.  In 1992 the
Secretary of Transportation designated the Chicago-St. Louis line as part of the "Chicago Hub
Network" high-speed rail corridor.  This led to a Financial and Implementation Plan (May 1994)
and the concept and corridor were validated in the commercial feasibility study released by the
FRA, High-Speed Ground Transportation for America (August 1996).  A Final Environmental
Impact Statement for the Chicago-St. Louis High Speed Rail Project was issued in January 2003,
followed by inclusion as a key component in the Midwest Regional Rail System report in
September 2004.  The Record of Decision (ROD) on the EIS for the Chicago-St. Louis HSR
Project was executed on January 8, 2004.



The comments and material you supply will be used to determine if the proposed improvements
may have impacts that warrant further consideration and are consistent with future long-term
development plans within the study corridor.  Your comments will be incorporated into the
environmental planning process and Environmental Assessment document as appropriate.  We
ask that you provide your agency’s comments by September 18, 2009.

This Tier 1 EA is identified by FRA as an essential first step in the development of an intercity
passenger rail corridor.  The focus of the Tier 1 EA will be on establishing purposed and need,
estimating ridership, selection of the preferred corridor, identifying the station stops, specifying
the service levels, defining the type of operations, and identifying the logical next phases.  The
specific construction activities would be evaluated in subsequent Tier 2 NEPA documents.

This Tier 1 EA is needed to complete a Track 2 application for a High-Speed Intercity Rail
Program (HSIRP) grant.  On April 16, 2009, President Obama, together with Vice President
Biden and Secretary of Transportation LaHood, announced a new vision for developing high-
speed rail in America.  They called for a collaborative effort among the Federal Government,
States, railroads, and other key stakeholders to help transform America’s transportation system
through a national network of high-speed rail corridors.  This notice builds on this “Vision for
High-Speed Rail” (available on FRA’s Web site) by detailing the application requirements and
procedures for obtaining funding for high-speed and intercity passenger rail projects under the
American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009 (ARRA) and the Department of
Transportation Appropriations Acts of 2008 and 2009 (FY 2008/2009 DOT Appropriations Act),
while laying the foundation for a longer-term program to establish a network of  high-speed rail
corridors.

The enclosed information should help you understand the nature of the project and location of the
proposed railway improvement.  Because this effort is part of an ARRA grant application, we are
operating under an accelerated schedule and would appreciate comments by September 18, 2009.

If you have any questions about the project, please do not hesitate to contact Barbara Stevens at
(217) 785-4245, or by email at Barbara.Stevens@Illinois.gov.

The Illinois Department of Transportation thanks you in advance for your prompt review and
responses to our request for comments.

Sincerely,

George Weber
Bureau of Railroads, Bureau Chief

Enclosures:
Project Overview
Map of Project Limits

cc:  Barbara Stevens – IDOT, Bureau of Design and Environment
       Tim Selover, Phil Pasterak – Parsons Brinckerhoff



September 11, 2009

Ms. Terri Savko
State of Illinois Department of Agriculture
P.O. Box 19281
Springfield, IL 62794-9281

Dear Ms. Savko:

The Illinois Department of Transportation (IDOT), in cooperation with the Federal Railroad
Administration (FRA) is initiating the information gathering phase of the Environmental
Assessment (EA) for the proposed improvements included in the Chicago to St. Louis High-
Speed Rail Project.  Because the project may affect your area of expertise, your facilities, or your
activities or programs, we are seeking your comments on this project.

This project, which is part of the Midwest Regional Rail Initiative, proposes to add high-speed
passenger rail service between Chicago, Illinois and St. Louis, Missouri.  Initially, the service will
include three round-trip passenger trains operating at a maximum speed of 110 miles per hour
(mph) and one at a maximum speed of 79 mph between Joliet and St. Louis.  On completion of
all improvements envisioned for the line from Joliet to St. Louis, the expected service plan is to
operate five round-trips per day at a maximum speed of 110 mph.

The proposed passenger rail service would cross the Mississippi River from East St. Louis,
Illinois to St. Louis, Missouri on the MacArthur Bridge.  Work on this bridge, if any, would be
limited to track and/or tie replacement.  The project is shown in the attached figure.

In Illinois, the project will rehabilitate roadbed; replace ties, rail and ballast; and install or
upgrade train signaling where necessary.  It is anticipated that the vast majority of construction
activities, including staging areas, will be within existing railroad rights-of-way.  Work done
outside of the railroad right-of-way includes minor ditching, bridge, culvert and station work.

The development of high speed rail within this corridor was first studied in 1979.  In 1992 the
Secretary of Transportation designated the Chicago-St. Louis line as part of the "Chicago Hub
Network" high-speed rail corridor.  This led to a Financial and Implementation Plan (May 1994)
and the concept and corridor were validated in the commercial feasibility study released by the
FRA, High-Speed Ground Transportation for America (August 1996).  A Final Environmental
Impact Statement for the Chicago-St. Louis High Speed Rail Project was issued in January 2003,
followed by inclusion as a key component in the Midwest Regional Rail System report in
September 2004.  The Record of Decision (ROD) on the EIS for the Chicago-St. Louis HSR
Project was executed on January 8, 2004.



The comments and material you supply will be used to determine if the proposed improvements
may have impacts that warrant further consideration and are consistent with future long-term
development plans within the study corridor.  Your comments will be incorporated into the
environmental planning process and Environmental Assessment document as appropriate.  We
ask that you provide your agency’s comments by September 18, 2009.

This Tier 1 EA is identified by FRA as an essential first step in the development of an intercity
passenger rail corridor.  The focus of the Tier 1 EA will be on establishing purposed and need,
estimating ridership, selection of the preferred corridor, identifying the station stops, specifying
the service levels, defining the type of operations, and identifying the logical next phases.  The
specific construction activities would be evaluated in subsequent Tier 2 NEPA documents.

This Tier 1 EA is needed to complete a Track 2 application for a High-Speed Intercity Rail
Program (HSIRP) grant.  On April 16, 2009, President Obama, together with Vice President
Biden and Secretary of Transportation LaHood, announced a new vision for developing high-
speed rail in America.  They called for a collaborative effort among the Federal Government,
States, railroads, and other key stakeholders to help transform America’s transportation system
through a national network of high-speed rail corridors.  This notice builds on this “Vision for
High-Speed Rail” (available on FRA’s Web site) by detailing the application requirements and
procedures for obtaining funding for high-speed and intercity passenger rail projects under the
American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009 (ARRA) and the Department of
Transportation Appropriations Acts of 2008 and 2009 (FY 2008/2009 DOT Appropriations Act),
while laying the foundation for a longer-term program to establish a network of  high-speed rail
corridors.

The enclosed information should help you understand the nature of the project and location of the
proposed railway improvement.  Because this effort is part of an ARRA grant application, we are
operating under an accelerated schedule and would appreciate comments by September 18, 2009.

If you have any questions about the project, please do not hesitate to contact Barbara Stevens at
(217) 785-4245, or by email at Barbara.Stevens@Illinois.gov.

The Illinois Department of Transportation thanks you in advance for your prompt review and
responses to our request for comments.

Sincerely,

George Weber
Bureau of Railroads, Bureau Chief

Enclosures:
Project Overview
Map of Project Limits

cc:  Barbara Stevens – IDOT, Bureau of Design and Environment
       Tim Selover, Phil Pasterak – Parsons Brinckerhoff



September 11, 2009

Mr. Steve Hamer
Illinois Department of Natural Resources
One Natural Resources Way
Springfield, IL 62702-1271

Dear Mr. Hamer:

The Illinois Department of Transportation (IDOT), in cooperation with the Federal Railroad
Administration (FRA) is initiating the information gathering phase of the Environmental
Assessment (EA) for the proposed improvements included in the Chicago to St. Louis High-
Speed Rail Project.  Because the project may affect your area of expertise, your facilities, or your
activities or programs, we are seeking your comments on this project.

This project, which is part of the Midwest Regional Rail Initiative, proposes to add high-speed
passenger rail service between Chicago, Illinois and St. Louis, Missouri.  Initially, the service will
include three round-trip passenger trains operating at a maximum speed of 110 miles per hour
(mph) and one at a maximum speed of 79 mph between Joliet and St. Louis.  On completion of
all improvements envisioned for the line from Joliet to St. Louis, the expected service plan is to
operate five round-trips per day at a maximum speed of 110 mph.

The proposed passenger rail service would cross the Mississippi River from East St. Louis,
Illinois to St. Louis, Missouri on the MacArthur Bridge.  Work on this bridge, if any, would be
limited to track and/or tie replacement.  The project is shown in the attached figure.

In Illinois, the project will rehabilitate roadbed; replace ties, rail and ballast; and install or
upgrade train signaling where necessary.  It is anticipated that the vast majority of construction
activities, including staging areas, will be within existing railroad rights-of-way.  Work done
outside of the railroad right-of-way includes minor ditching, bridge, culvert and station work.

The development of high speed rail within this corridor was first studied in 1979.  In 1992 the
Secretary of Transportation designated the Chicago-St. Louis line as part of the "Chicago Hub
Network" high-speed rail corridor.  This led to a Financial and Implementation Plan (May 1994)
and the concept and corridor were validated in the commercial feasibility study released by the
FRA, High-Speed Ground Transportation for America (August 1996).  A Final Environmental
Impact Statement for the Chicago-St. Louis High Speed Rail Project was issued in January 2003,
followed by inclusion as a key component in the Midwest Regional Rail System report in
September 2004.  The Record of Decision (ROD) on the EIS for the Chicago-St. Louis HSR
Project was executed on January 8, 2004.



The comments and material you supply will be used to determine if the proposed improvements
may have impacts that warrant further consideration and are consistent with future long-term
development plans within the study corridor.  Your comments will be incorporated into the
environmental planning process and Environmental Assessment document as appropriate.  We
ask that you provide your agency’s comments by September 18, 2009.

This Tier 1 EA is identified by FRA as an essential first step in the development of an intercity
passenger rail corridor.  The focus of the Tier 1 EA will be on establishing purposed and need,
estimating ridership, selection of the preferred corridor, identifying the station stops, specifying
the service levels, defining the type of operations, and identifying the logical next phases.  The
specific construction activities would be evaluated in subsequent Tier 2 NEPA documents.

This Tier 1 EA is needed to complete a Track 2 application for a High-Speed Intercity Rail
Program (HSIRP) grant.  On April 16, 2009, President Obama, together with Vice President
Biden and Secretary of Transportation LaHood, announced a new vision for developing high-
speed rail in America.  They called for a collaborative effort among the Federal Government,
States, railroads, and other key stakeholders to help transform America’s transportation system
through a national network of high-speed rail corridors.  This notice builds on this “Vision for
High-Speed Rail” (available on FRA’s Web site) by detailing the application requirements and
procedures for obtaining funding for high-speed and intercity passenger rail projects under the
American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009 (ARRA) and the Department of
Transportation Appropriations Acts of 2008 and 2009 (FY 2008/2009 DOT Appropriations Act),
while laying the foundation for a longer-term program to establish a network of  high-speed rail
corridors.

The enclosed information should help you understand the nature of the project and location of the
proposed railway improvement.  Because this effort is part of an ARRA grant application, we are
operating under an accelerated schedule and would appreciate comments by September 18, 2009.

If you have any questions about the project, please do not hesitate to contact Barbara Stevens at
(217) 785-4245, or by email at Barbara.Stevens@Illinois.gov.

The Illinois Department of Transportation thanks you in advance for your prompt review and
responses to our request for comments.

Sincerely,

George Weber
Bureau of Railroads, Bureau Chief

Enclosures:
Project Overview
Map of Project Limits

cc:  Barbara Stevens – IDOT, Bureau of Design and Environment
       Tim Selover, Phil Pasterak – Parsons Brinckerhoff



September 11, 2009

Mr. Douglas P. Scott
Illinois Environmental Protection Agency
Director
P.O. Box 19276
Springfield, IL  62794-9276

Dear Mr. Scott:

The Illinois Department of Transportation (IDOT), in cooperation with the Federal Railroad
Administration (FRA) is initiating the information gathering phase of the Environmental
Assessment (EA) for the proposed improvements included in the Chicago to St. Louis High-
Speed Rail Project.  Because the project may affect your area of expertise, your facilities, or your
activities or programs, we are seeking your comments on this project.

This project, which is part of the Midwest Regional Rail Initiative, proposes to add high-speed
passenger rail service between Chicago, Illinois and St. Louis, Missouri.  Initially, the service will
include three round-trip passenger trains operating at a maximum speed of 110 miles per hour
(mph) and one at a maximum speed of 79 mph between Joliet and St. Louis.  On completion of
all improvements envisioned for the line from Joliet to St. Louis, the expected service plan is to
operate five round-trips per day at a maximum speed of 110 mph.

The proposed passenger rail service would cross the Mississippi River from East St. Louis,
Illinois to St. Louis, Missouri on the MacArthur Bridge.  Work on this bridge, if any, would be
limited to track and/or tie replacement.  The project is shown in the attached figure.

In Illinois, the project will rehabilitate roadbed; replace ties, rail and ballast; and install or
upgrade train signaling where necessary.  It is anticipated that the vast majority of construction
activities, including staging areas, will be within existing railroad rights-of-way.  Work done
outside of the railroad right-of-way includes minor ditching, bridge, culvert and station work.

The development of high speed rail within this corridor was first studied in 1979.  In 1992 the
Secretary of Transportation designated the Chicago-St. Louis line as part of the "Chicago Hub
Network" high-speed rail corridor.  This led to a Financial and Implementation Plan (May 1994)
and the concept and corridor were validated in the commercial feasibility study released by the
FRA, High-Speed Ground Transportation for America (August 1996).  A Final Environmental
Impact Statement for the Chicago-St. Louis High Speed Rail Project was issued in January 2003,
followed by inclusion as a key component in the Midwest Regional Rail System report in
September 2004.  The Record of Decision (ROD) on the EIS for the Chicago-St. Louis HSR
Project was executed on January 8, 2004.



The comments and material you supply will be used to determine if the proposed improvements
may have impacts that warrant further consideration and are consistent with future long-term
development plans within the study corridor.  Your comments will be incorporated into the
environmental planning process and Environmental Assessment document as appropriate.  We
ask that you provide your agency’s comments by September 18, 2009.

This Tier 1 EA is identified by FRA as an essential first step in the development of an intercity
passenger rail corridor.  The focus of the Tier 1 EA will be on establishing purposed and need,
estimating ridership, selection of the preferred corridor, identifying the station stops, specifying
the service levels, defining the type of operations, and identifying the logical next phases.  The
specific construction activities would be evaluated in subsequent Tier 2 NEPA documents.

This Tier 1 EA is needed to complete a Track 2 application for a High-Speed Intercity Rail
Program (HSIRP) grant.  On April 16, 2009, President Obama, together with Vice President
Biden and Secretary of Transportation LaHood, announced a new vision for developing high-
speed rail in America.  They called for a collaborative effort among the Federal Government,
States, railroads, and other key stakeholders to help transform America’s transportation system
through a national network of high-speed rail corridors.  This notice builds on this “Vision for
High-Speed Rail” (available on FRA’s Web site) by detailing the application requirements and
procedures for obtaining funding for high-speed and intercity passenger rail projects under the
American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009 (ARRA) and the Department of
Transportation Appropriations Acts of 2008 and 2009 (FY 2008/2009 DOT Appropriations Act),
while laying the foundation for a longer-term program to establish a network of  high-speed rail
corridors.

The enclosed information should help you understand the nature of the project and location of the
proposed railway improvement.  Because this effort is part of an ARRA grant application, we are
operating under an accelerated schedule and would appreciate comments by September 18, 2009.

If you have any questions about the project, please do not hesitate to contact Barbara Stevens at
(217) 785-4245, or by email at Barbara.Stevens@Illinois.gov.

The Illinois Department of Transportation thanks you in advance for your prompt review and
responses to our request for comments.

Sincerely,

George Weber
Bureau of Railroads, Bureau Chief

Enclosures:
Project Overview
Map of Project Limits

cc:  Barbara Stevens – IDOT, Bureau of Design and Environment
       Tim Selover, Phil Pasterak – Parsons Brinckerhoff



September 11, 2009

Ms. Anne Haaker
Illinois Historic Preservation Agency
Preservation Services
#1 Old State Capitol Plaza
Springfield IL 62701-1507

Dear Ms. Haaker:

The Illinois Department of Transportation (IDOT), in cooperation with the Federal Railroad
Administration (FRA) is initiating the information gathering phase of the Environmental
Assessment (EA) for the proposed improvements included in the Chicago to St. Louis High-
Speed Rail Project.  Because the project may affect your area of expertise, your facilities, or your
activities or programs, we are seeking your comments on this project.

This project, which is part of the Midwest Regional Rail Initiative, proposes to add high-speed
passenger rail service between Chicago, Illinois and St. Louis, Missouri.  Initially, the service will
include three round-trip passenger trains operating at a maximum speed of 110 miles per hour
(mph) and one at a maximum speed of 79 mph between Joliet and St. Louis.  On completion of
all improvements envisioned for the line from Joliet to St. Louis, the expected service plan is to
operate five round-trips per day at a maximum speed of 110 mph.

The proposed passenger rail service would cross the Mississippi River from East St. Louis,
Illinois to St. Louis, Missouri on the MacArthur Bridge.  Work on this bridge, if any, would be
limited to track and/or tie replacement.  The project is shown in the attached figure.

In Illinois, the project will rehabilitate roadbed; replace ties, rail and ballast; and install or
upgrade train signaling where necessary.  It is anticipated that the vast majority of construction
activities, including staging areas, will be within existing railroad rights-of-way.  Work done
outside of the railroad right-of-way includes minor ditching, bridge, culvert and station work.

The development of high speed rail within this corridor was first studied in 1979.  In 1992 the
Secretary of Transportation designated the Chicago-St. Louis line as part of the "Chicago Hub
Network" high-speed rail corridor.  This led to a Financial and Implementation Plan (May 1994)
and the concept and corridor were validated in the commercial feasibility study released by the
FRA, High-Speed Ground Transportation for America (August 1996).  A Final Environmental
Impact Statement for the Chicago-St. Louis High Speed Rail Project was issued in January 2003,
followed by inclusion as a key component in the Midwest Regional Rail System report in
September 2004.  The Record of Decision (ROD) on the EIS for the Chicago-St. Louis HSR
Project was executed on January 8, 2004.



The comments and material you supply will be used to determine if the proposed improvements
may have impacts that warrant further consideration and are consistent with future long-term
development plans within the study corridor.  Your comments will be incorporated into the
environmental planning process and Environmental Assessment document as appropriate.  We
ask that you provide your agency’s comments by September 18, 2009.

This Tier 1 EA is identified by FRA as an essential first step in the development of an intercity
passenger rail corridor.  The focus of the Tier 1 EA will be on establishing purposed and need,
estimating ridership, selection of the preferred corridor, identifying the station stops, specifying
the service levels, defining the type of operations, and identifying the logical next phases.  The
specific construction activities would be evaluated in subsequent Tier 2 NEPA documents.

This Tier 1 EA is needed to complete a Track 2 application for a High-Speed Intercity Rail
Program (HSIRP) grant.  On April 16, 2009, President Obama, together with Vice President
Biden and Secretary of Transportation LaHood, announced a new vision for developing high-
speed rail in America.  They called for a collaborative effort among the Federal Government,
States, railroads, and other key stakeholders to help transform America’s transportation system
through a national network of high-speed rail corridors.  This notice builds on this “Vision for
High-Speed Rail” (available on FRA’s Web site) by detailing the application requirements and
procedures for obtaining funding for high-speed and intercity passenger rail projects under the
American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009 (ARRA) and the Department of
Transportation Appropriations Acts of 2008 and 2009 (FY 2008/2009 DOT Appropriations Act),
while laying the foundation for a longer-term program to establish a network of  high-speed rail
corridors.

The enclosed information should help you understand the nature of the project and location of the
proposed railway improvement.  Because this effort is part of an ARRA grant application, we are
operating under an accelerated schedule and would appreciate comments by September 18, 2009.

If you have any questions about the project, please do not hesitate to contact Barbara Stevens at
(217) 785-4245, or by email at Barbara.Stevens@Illinois.gov.

The Illinois Department of Transportation thanks you in advance for your prompt review and
responses to our request for comments.

Sincerely,

George Weber
Bureau of Railroads, Bureau Chief

Enclosures:
Project Overview
Map of Project Limits

cc:  Barbara Stevens – IDOT, Bureau of Design and Environment
       Tim Selover, Phil Pasterak – Parsons Brinckerhoff



September 11, 2009

Ms. Gayle Unruh
Missouri Department of Transportation
Environmental Section
2217 St. Mary's Blvd
PO Box 270
Jefferson City, MO 65102

Dear Ms. Unruh:

The Illinois Department of Transportation (IDOT), in cooperation with the Federal Railroad
Administration (FRA) is initiating the information gathering phase of the Environmental
Assessment (EA) for the proposed improvements included in the Chicago to St. Louis High-
Speed Rail Project.  Because the project may affect your area of expertise, your facilities, or your
activities or programs, we are seeking your comments on this project.

This project, which is part of the Midwest Regional Rail Initiative, proposes to add high-speed
passenger rail service between Chicago, Illinois and St. Louis, Missouri.  Initially, the service will
include three round-trip passenger trains operating at a maximum speed of 110 miles per hour
(mph) and one at a maximum speed of 79 mph between Joliet and St. Louis.  On completion of
all improvements envisioned for the line from Joliet to St. Louis, the expected service plan is to
operate five round-trips per day at a maximum speed of 110 mph.

The proposed passenger rail service would cross the Mississippi River from East St. Louis,
Illinois to St. Louis, Missouri on the MacArthur Bridge.  Work on this bridge, if any, would be
limited to track and/or tie replacement.  The project is shown in the attached figure.

In Illinois, the project will rehabilitate roadbed; replace ties, rail and ballast; and install or
upgrade train signaling where necessary.  It is anticipated that the vast majority of construction
activities, including staging areas, will be within existing railroad rights-of-way.  Work done
outside of the railroad right-of-way includes minor ditching, bridge, culvert and station work.

The development of high speed rail within this corridor was first studied in 1979.  In 1992 the
Secretary of Transportation designated the Chicago-St. Louis line as part of the "Chicago Hub
Network" high-speed rail corridor.  This led to a Financial and Implementation Plan (May 1994)
and the concept and corridor were validated in the commercial feasibility study released by the
FRA, High-Speed Ground Transportation for America (August 1996).  A Final Environmental
Impact Statement for the Chicago-St. Louis High Speed Rail Project was issued in January 2003,
followed by inclusion as a key component in the Midwest Regional Rail System report in
September 2004.  The Record of Decision (ROD) on the EIS for the Chicago-St. Louis HSR
Project was executed on January 8, 2004.



The comments and material you supply will be used to determine if the proposed improvements
may have impacts that warrant further consideration and are consistent with future long-term
development plans within the study corridor.  Your comments will be incorporated into the
environmental planning process and Environmental Assessment document as appropriate.  We
ask that you provide your agency’s comments by September 18, 2009.

This Tier 1 EA is identified by FRA as an essential first step in the development of an intercity
passenger rail corridor.  The focus of the Tier 1 EA will be on establishing purposed and need,
estimating ridership, selection of the preferred corridor, identifying the station stops, specifying
the service levels, defining the type of operations, and identifying the logical next phases.  The
specific construction activities would be evaluated in subsequent Tier 2 NEPA documents.

This Tier 1 EA is needed to complete a Track 2 application for a High-Speed Intercity Rail
Program (HSIRP) grant.  On April 16, 2009, President Obama, together with Vice President
Biden and Secretary of Transportation LaHood, announced a new vision for developing high-
speed rail in America.  They called for a collaborative effort among the Federal Government,
States, railroads, and other key stakeholders to help transform America’s transportation system
through a national network of high-speed rail corridors.  This notice builds on this “Vision for
High-Speed Rail” (available on FRA’s Web site) by detailing the application requirements and
procedures for obtaining funding for high-speed and intercity passenger rail projects under the
American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009 (ARRA) and the Department of
Transportation Appropriations Acts of 2008 and 2009 (FY 2008/2009 DOT Appropriations Act),
while laying the foundation for a longer-term program to establish a network of  high-speed rail
corridors.

The enclosed information should help you understand the nature of the project and location of the
proposed railway improvement.  Because this effort is part of an ARRA grant application, we are
operating under an accelerated schedule and would appreciate comments by September 18, 2009.

If you have any questions about the project, please do not hesitate to contact Barbara Stevens at
(217) 785-4245, or by email at Barbara.Stevens@Illinois.gov.

The Illinois Department of Transportation thanks you in advance for your prompt review and
responses to our request for comments.

Sincerely,

George Weber
Bureau of Railroads, Bureau Chief

Enclosures:
Project Overview
Map of Project Limits

cc:  Barbara Stevens – IDOT, Bureau of Design and Environment
       Tim Selover, Phil Pasterak – Parsons Brinckerhoff



September 11, 2009

Mr. Rod Massman
Administrator of Railroads
Missouri Department of Transportation
Multimodal Section
2217 St. Mary's Blvd
PO Box 270
Jefferson City, MO 65102

Dear Mr. Massman:

The Illinois Department of Transportation (IDOT), in cooperation with the Federal Railroad
Administration (FRA) is initiating the information gathering phase of the Environmental
Assessment (EA) for the proposed improvements included in the Chicago to St. Louis High-
Speed Rail Project.  Because the project may affect your area of expertise, your facilities, or your
activities or programs, we are seeking your comments on this project.

This project, which is part of the Midwest Regional Rail Initiative, proposes to add high-speed
passenger rail service between Chicago, Illinois and St. Louis, Missouri.  Initially, the service will
include three round-trip passenger trains operating at a maximum speed of 110 miles per hour
(mph) and one at a maximum speed of 79 mph between Joliet and St. Louis.  On completion of
all improvements envisioned for the line from Joliet to St. Louis, the expected service plan is to
operate five round-trips per day at a maximum speed of 110 mph.

The proposed passenger rail service would cross the Mississippi River from East St. Louis,
Illinois to St. Louis, Missouri on the MacArthur Bridge.  Work on this bridge, if any, would be
limited to track and/or tie replacement.  The project is shown in the attached figure.

In Illinois, the project will rehabilitate roadbed; replace ties, rail and ballast; and install or
upgrade train signaling where necessary.  It is anticipated that the vast majority of construction
activities, including staging areas, will be within existing railroad rights-of-way.  Work done
outside of the railroad right-of-way includes minor ditching, bridge, culvert and station work.

The development of high speed rail within this corridor was first studied in 1979.  In 1992 the
Secretary of Transportation designated the Chicago-St. Louis line as part of the "Chicago Hub
Network" high-speed rail corridor.  This led to a Financial and Implementation Plan (May 1994)
and the concept and corridor were validated in the commercial feasibility study released by the
FRA, High-Speed Ground Transportation for America (August 1996).  A Final Environmental
Impact Statement for the Chicago-St. Louis High Speed Rail Project was issued in January 2003,
followed by inclusion as a key component in the Midwest Regional Rail System report in
September 2004.  The Record of Decision (ROD) on the EIS for the Chicago-St. Louis HSR
Project was executed on January 8, 2004.



The comments and material you supply will be used to determine if the proposed improvements
may have impacts that warrant further consideration and are consistent with future long-term
development plans within the study corridor.  Your comments will be incorporated into the
environmental planning process and Environmental Assessment document as appropriate.  We
ask that you provide your agency’s comments by September 18, 2009.

This Tier 1 EA is identified by FRA as an essential first step in the development of an intercity
passenger rail corridor.  The focus of the Tier 1 EA will be on establishing purposed and need,
estimating ridership, selection of the preferred corridor, identifying the station stops, specifying
the service levels, defining the type of operations, and identifying the logical next phases.  The
specific construction activities would be evaluated in subsequent Tier 2 NEPA documents.

This Tier 1 EA is needed to complete a Track 2 application for a High-Speed Intercity Rail
Program (HSIRP) grant.  On April 16, 2009, President Obama, together with Vice President
Biden and Secretary of Transportation LaHood, announced a new vision for developing high-
speed rail in America.  They called for a collaborative effort among the Federal Government,
States, railroads, and other key stakeholders to help transform America’s transportation system
through a national network of high-speed rail corridors.  This notice builds on this “Vision for
High-Speed Rail” (available on FRA’s Web site) by detailing the application requirements and
procedures for obtaining funding for high-speed and intercity passenger rail projects under the
American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009 (ARRA) and the Department of
Transportation Appropriations Acts of 2008 and 2009 (FY 2008/2009 DOT Appropriations Act),
while laying the foundation for a longer-term program to establish a network of  high-speed rail
corridors.

The enclosed information should help you understand the nature of the project and location of the
proposed railway improvement.  Because this effort is part of an ARRA grant application, we are
operating under an accelerated schedule and would appreciate comments by September 18, 2009.

If you have any questions about the project, please do not hesitate to contact Barbara Stevens at
(217) 785-4245, or by email at Barbara.Stevens@Illinois.gov.

The Illinois Department of Transportation thanks you in advance for your prompt review and
responses to our request for comments.

Sincerely,

George Weber
Bureau of Railroads, Bureau Chief

Enclosures:
Project Overview
Map of Project Limits

cc:  Barbara Stevens – IDOT, Bureau of Design and Environment
       Tim Selover, Phil Pasterak – Parsons Brinckerhoff






























